[Common variable immunodeficiency in children].
Common variable immunodeficiency (CVID) is one of the more frequent primary immunodeficiencies (PID), after IgA deficiency, and affects a heterogeneous group of patients of various ages and with autosomal recessive inheritance. Our objective is to present the group of children diagnosed with CVID treated in our Hospital Infantil Vall d'Hebron and comment on the diagnostic problems that can arise. Sixteen boys and girls were diagnosed between the ages of 7 months and 15 years. The diagnosis is based on low immunoglobulins and a clinical picture of infection. Differential diagnosis in the paediatric age must consider mainly other PIDs: transient hypogammaglobulinaemia of infancy, X chromosome-linked agammaglobulinaemia (XLA), X chromosome-linked hyper IgM syndrome (X-HIM), IgG subclass deficiency and IgA deficiency (IgAD). Other processes that evolve with recurrent respiratory infections, such as cystic fibrosis, must also be discarded. These patients present a high incidence of respiratory infections and bronchiectasias. We also observe associated allergic and autoimmune processes. Early diagnosis is indispensable to initiate suitable treatment and avoid the consequences of both respiratory and digestive infections.